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basis to make estimates over a fairly long period of time. The
omission to cover these items is only omitting the impossible at this
stage and thus would present little choice. The quest for the so-called
comprehensiveness, however admirable it may be, had at least
this direct negative effect; there was no serious attempt in India so
far to put together what was at least fairly ascertainable over a
period of years. It is indeed revealing that while the absence of long-
term data on national income has been so loudly bemoaned, little
research talent has so far been directed toward constructing fairly
comparable series of agricultural and factory output for the period
for which these data have been available. A somewhat less dogmatic
approach to this elusive comprehensiveness would probably have
yielded meaningful results earlier.
In this connection. Professor S. S. Kuznets' rather acid comments
on some of the recent attempts at estimating national income and
constructing social accounts in various pre-industrial countries,
are quite pertinent.
"The attempts," he stated, "all too frequent in recent years, to
fit the scanty data of many underdeveloped countries into strait-
jackets of elaborate social accounts proliferated in the developed
countries, have proven useful in that they indicated how little we
know—if that is the lesson which the compilers and users draw.
But would it not be more fruitful, in the longer run, to admit that
only some of the aspects of economic life in the underdeveloped
countries, or in the earlier phases of the developed ones, are measur-
able ; and to attempt to measure them in such a way as to secure
a reasonable portrayal of basic levels and trends ? To illustrate,
if we find that in earlier phases in the United States and in many
countries to-day, only income embodied in commodities can at all
be approximated, let us measure this part as exclusively as we can
and not manufacture out of whole straw estimates of income aris-
ing in services."7
The preceding discussion* and Professor Kuznets9 comments
suggest a point of departure that can be fruitfully used to construct
estimates of long-term trends in output and income. This is under-
taken in the next two sections.
7 Kuznets, S. $.,&&., Economic  Growth: Brazil,  India and Japan, (Duke
University Press, 1955), p. 10.

